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The key wetlands of the Macquarie Marshes encompassed in the
Government owned Nature Reserves are dying. The Southern Nature
Reserve is all but gone and the Northern Nature Reserve is in rapid
decline. At the samime, wetlands on private land are expargli

Much of the water destined for the Nature Reserves never reaches them.

Since the construction of Marebone Weir in 1979, water has consistently
been diverted from the Macquarie system into the Gum Cowal/Terrigal
system that has now created a new wetleomplex entirely on private

land. Up to 30% of flows destined for the Nature Reserves have been
diverted into this system. These redirected flows are in direct competition
with the established wetlandds ongoi
Gum Cowal/Terigal system it is diverted and banked up across the flood
plain by no less than 30 banks and channels. This water creates wonderful
feed for fattening cattle, but kills the trees that are floedetia good
environmental outcome. The resulting rraadewetlands are grazed

bare.

Photo showing all the dead trees as a result of consistent diversions into
the Gum Cowal away from the Nature Reserves



Photo showing diversions out of the Gum Cowal onto the flood plain to
create grazing opportunities

Updream of both Nature Reserves are large systems of banks that
directly rob the Reserves of much of their water particularly in small to
medium flows. The Southern Nature Reserve lost 60% of its reed beds
prior to the construction of Burrendong Dam. Thegeenost due to

change in flows, overgrazing and consistent burning of the reed beds. The
remaining 40% of reed beds were still present in 1981. However, in 1984
a large bank was constructed directly upstream of the Nature Reserve.
Today the reed beds aa# but gone.



Photo showing the bank upstream of the Southern Nature Reserve

We now find that the Northern Nature Reserve has had large banks
constructed upstream of it over the past 7 years. It is not hard to predict

the outcome here.

Photo shwing banks being constructed upstream of the Northern Nature
Reserve



