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The key wetlands of the Macquarie Marshes encompassed in the
Government owned Nature Reserves are dying. The Southern Nature
Reserve is all but gone and the Northern Nature Reserve is in rapid
decline. At the samime, wetlands on private land are expargli

Much of the water destined for the Nature Reserves never reaches them.

Since the construction of Marebone Weir in 1979, water has consistently
been diverted from the Macquarie system into the Gum Cowal/Terrigal
system that has now created a new wetleomplex entirely on private

land. Up to 30% of flows destined for the Nature Reserves have been
diverted into this system. These redirected flows are in direct competition
with the established wetl andds ongoi
Gum Cowal/Terigal system it is diverted and banked up across the flood
plain by no less than 30 banks and channels. This water creates wonderful
feed for fattening cattle, but kills the trees that are floedetia good
environmental outcome. The resulting nmaadewetlands are grazed

bare.

Photo showing all the dead trees as a result of consistent diversions into
the Gum Cowal away from the Nature Reserves



