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Young farmers face uncertain future



Uncertain future

Salt spills



(From APLNG website)

Coal seam gas extraction



Push for lng export



Gas Wells in dalby region



…representing landholder, community 

groups, individuals with environmental, 

health and social concerns about the 

unrestrained development of the coal 

seam gas industry across Queensland.







...is to have a coal seam gas industry that 

has minimal environmental, economic 

and social impacts on landholders and 

communities throughout the Great 

Artesian Basin but is still able to provide 

jobs and wealth to the whole state  

Our goal 



•Underlies 20% of Australia

•Possibly largest in the world

•Supports rural towns

•200,000 people

•$3.5 billion food & fibre production

great artesian basin



• 23,400ml – general reserve

• 10,000ml – projects of state or regional significance

Resource Operations Plan



Coal Seam Gas Industry

350,000 ML per year for 25 – 50 years 

from an already fully allocated system

Why are CSG activities exempt 
from Resource Operation Plan?



What we’ve learnt from the past

Murray Darling Basin

• over allocated in time 

of lack of knowledge

• Govt spending billions 

to buy back 

allocations

Economic harm to communities



What we’ve learnt from the past

Tree Clearing

- We now know this to be an irresponsible 

approach

Severe economic harm



We must learn from the 

mistakes of the past…

Impacts could last hundreds of years

40,000+ wells in Surat Basin over 30 years?



Long Term Impacts on GAB





Hillier 

Report



The Australian – 11 October 2010



CONCERN ABOUT 

Make good provisions



Environmental Safety

• Fraccing

• Inter-aquifer 

connectivity

• Chemicals



Toxic 

chemicals 

banned



Land Surface Impacts

• Salt treatment and storage

Reverse osmosisPoor storage





Social & Economic Impacts

Gas wells

Open cut mining?

Gas wells?



The way Forward

Positive meetings with government

Move away from THEM & US approach

Look for WIN-WIN



The way forward

Reinjection

Collaborative research



The Way Forward

• Cumulative modelling

• Economic analysis

• Independent monitoring, reporting 

and assessment of CSG impacts



A moratorium on further CSG 

development in Queensland until an 

independent scientific study 

determines the potential Impacts of 

wide-scale CSG development on 

groundwater, land and the 

environment.



“We are stewards of this water for future 

generations – for our children and 

grandchildren” Colin Hazel Groundwater Engineer

www.basinsustainabiltyalliance.org


